
 
 

Building STAR: Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q: What is Building STAR? 
 
A: Building STAR is a package of rebates and financing provisions that would create jobs in 
2010 and 2011 by quickly putting people to work conducting energy efficiency retrofits (i.e., 
improving the energy performance) of commercial and large, multi‐family residential buildings. 
 
Q: Who supports Building STAR? 
 
A: The Building STAR coalition has rapidly grown to include 80 business, real estate, financial, 
consumer, labor, and energy efficiency entities.  It is a diverse coalition representing a wide 
variety of stakeholders who have realized the spectrum of benefits resulting from improved 
energy efficiency in buildings. 
 
Q: How does Building STAR create jobs? 
 
A: Today, about one in every four construction workers – over 1.9 million people – is 
unemployed. The manufacturing sector has also been hit hard by the recession; building 
material manufacturing is down by 40 percent, and 1.8 million manufacturing jobs have been 
lost since the latest economic downturn. Building STAR would help put these people back to 
work. Building STAR would jump start manufacturing and put highly‐skilled workers back to 
work by installing energy‐efficient equipment in commercial and multi‐family buildings across 
the country. Building STAR conservatively estimates that 12.5 direct and indirect jobs are 
created per $1 million of efficiency investment. By the end of 2011, Building STAR would create 
150,000‐200,000 jobs.  
 
Q: How does Building STAR help small businesses? 
 
A: Retrofits would be undertaken by a construction industry in which 91 percent of the firms 
are small businesses, employing fewer than 20 employees, and in which it is common practice 
for larger construction firms to hire many smaller subcontractors for their projects. 
Approximately 63 percent of the manufacturers that provide materials and equipment for 
retrofits are firms that employ less than 20 people.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Q: What are the energy and environmental benefits associated with Building STAR? 
 
A: By the end of 2011, Building STAR retrofits would result in $3.3 billion in energy savings for 
consumers annually and would avoid the need to build 33 300‐megawatt peaking plants.  It also 
would reduce greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to removing 3.95 million cars from the road.  
Because retrofits often replace failed building components that degrade the interior 
environment, such upgrades also would help improve air quality and the health of the 
building’s occupants. 
 
Q: How quickly could this program be put into place? 
 
A: Building STAR could start creating jobs and demand almost immediately, because it consists 
of a simple process that would direct rebates straight to building owners or contractors, similar 
to existing utility and state and local rebate programs.  The rebate program could be operational 
within 30‐60 days of enactment. There are a large number of building owners ready to conduct 
retrofits now, given the appropriate financial incentive.  Construction and manufacturing firms 
serving this industry have ample capacity to quickly ramp up to meet demand with their highly 
skilled workforce. 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


